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At  the  New  York  Institute  took  place,  during  the  last  vaca- 
tion, a  convention  of  superintendents  and  teachers  of  the 
blind.  This  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  kind  ever  held  in 
the  United  States.  Delegates  from  fourteen  different  States 
were  present;  two  only,  having  institutions  for  the  blind, 
were  unrepresented.  The  occasion  was  one  of  grateful  inter- 
est to  the  philanthropist  It  must  be  recollected  that  many 
of  these  States  were  new  and  thinly  settled,  and  only  a  few 
years  since  the  scenes  of  savage  life,  with  its  selfishness,  and 
its  destitution,  and  its  hard  fiite  for  the  aflJicted  of  nature. 
These  arc  now  building,  among  other  works  of  public  benevo- 
lence, commodious  schools  and  workshops  for  the  blind,  suit- 
able not  only  for  the  present,  but  lor  future  need.  This  is  the 
development  of  the  gentle  principles  of  Christianity,  bearing 
fruit  to  the  very  limits  of  civilization.  Many  of  the  gentle-l 
men  having  charge  of  these  young  establishments  are  them-  i  /' 
selves  blind,  and  graduates  oi'  tlie  sister  institutions  of  thcl 
Eastern  States.  '  , 

The  immediate  object  of  the  convention  was  to  make  appli- 
cation to  Congress  for  a  donation  for  a  perninnent  printing 
und  for  the   use  oJ'  the  blind.     Tlie   narrow  means  of  the 
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State  institutions,  the  cost  of  printing  wliere  the  demand  is 
necessarily  so  limited,  tiie  need  of  concerted  eiForts  and  of 
uniformity  of  type  and  execution,  and  the  fact  that  the  blind 
are  shut  out  from  the  system  of  puhlic  instruction  to  which 
the  general  government  has  contributed  so  largely  by  grants 
of  public  lands,  seemed  to  render  this  our  natural  and  just 
resort. 

This  convention  was  held  on  the  iCth,  17th,  and  18th  of 
August,  and  was  called  to  order  by  William  Chapin,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  nominated  T.  Golden  Cooper,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  New  York  Institution,  as  Chairman  pj-o  lem.,  und 
James  S.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Louisiana,  as  Secretary. 

All  su})erintendents  of  institutions  for  the  blind,  and 
and  teachers  of  the  blind  in  such  institutions,  were  declared 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  the  perma- 
nent officers  of  the  convention  : 

For  President—Bi.  S.  G.  IIOV/E. 
For  Secrelary~T.  GOLDEN  COOPER. 

The  delegates  present  were : 

S.  G.  Howes  Director  Perkins  Institution,  Mass.;  William 
Chapin,  Principal  Pennsylvania  Institution  ;  T.  Golden  Cooper, 
Superintendent  of  New  York  Institutiou ;  E..  E.  Hart,  Super- 
intendent Ohio  Institution ;  Dr.  I.  Rhoades,  Superintendent 
Illinois  Institution;  Dr.  Meriliat,  Superintendent  Virginia 
Institution;  J.  M.  Sturtcvant,  Superintendent  Tennessee  In- 
stitution ;  W.  IT.  Churchman,  Superintendent  Indiana  Institu- 
tion; C.B.Woodruff,  Superintendent  Wisconsin  Institution; 
J.  S.  Brown,  Superintendent  Louisiana  Institution;  Samuel 
Bacon,  Principal  Iowa  Asylum ;  Henry  Dutton,  Principal 
Georgia  Institution;  David  Loughery,  Principal  Maryland  In- 
stitution ;  Edward  Wheelan,  Superintendent  Missouri  Institu- 
tion ;  B.  W.  Fay,  Teacher  Indiana  Institution;  A.  Reiff, 
Teacher  New  York  Institution;  J.  W.  Bligh,  Teacher  Nev, 
Y'ork  Institution. 


Invitations  were  exteuded  to  Messrs.  Russ,  Jones  and 
("iiauiberlain,  former  Superintendents  of  the  New  York  In- 
,-.nHifit)n  for  the  Blind,  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  con- 
\oiitiou,  and  to  share  its  deliberations. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed  inviting  the  managers  of  the 
New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  I\Ir.  E.  W.  H.  Ellis, 
Trustee  of  the  Indiana  Institute,  to  attend  the  sittings  of  this 
convention. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  business,  and  discussed 
the  several  resolutions  and  propositions  submitted  by  the 
committee  or  by  individuals.  An  animated  debate  ensued, 
in  which  several  blind  persons,  educated  in  the  various  insti- 
tutions, took  prominent  parts,  and  gave  proof  of  their  talents 
and  acquirements. 

The  following. resolutions  were  finally  adopted,  as  express- 
ing the  views  of  the  convention: 

Resolved,  That,  whereas  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union 
arc  provided  with  Institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind, 
this  convention,  representing  such  Institutions,  recommend 
*he  following  resolutions: 

Rewlved,  That  a  permanent  provision  in  aid  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  and  for  a  suitable  library  in  the  raised  let- 
ters, should  be  regarded  as  a  subject  of  national  concern. 

Resolved,  That,  as  Congress  has  appropriated  large  portions 
of  the  public  lands  for  general  education, from  the  benefits  of 
which  the  blind  have  been  and  necessarily  are  excluded,  their 
claim  for  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  to  aid  in 
their  education  is  both  just  and  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  in  the  United  States  be  presented  to  the  next  ses- 
sion |of  Congress,  asking  for  national  aid  by  an  appropriation 
of  public  land — a  portion  to  be  erj_uitfl]ily  applied  to  all  the 
^^tatr.ls  for  the  education  of  their  blind,  and  a  portion  for  a 
blipific  fund  for  printing  books  in  raised  letters. 
\.'nti  I  solved,  Tliat  Messrs.  Howe,  Chapin,  Cooper,  Brown  and 


Cliurchman  be  a  committee  to  ^jrepare  .such  memorial,  pre- 
viously to  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  for  a  dclegatioa  of 
pupils  from  several  Institutions  to  visit  Washington  on  the 
presentation  of  the  memorial,  to  give  public  illustration  of 
the  success  of  the  system  of  instructing  the  blind. 

Resolved,  While  this  convention  would  not  discourage  the 
use  of  any  type  or  character  now  in  existence,  they  decidedly 
recommend  a  uniform  type  or  letter  for  all  future  publica- 
tions for  the  blind. 

Resolved,  That  the  "Boston  letter,"  so  called,  in  which  the 
great  bulk  of  books  for  the  blind  have  been  printed,  be  pre- 
ferred as  the  standard  type  for  all  future  books  printed  for 
the  blind,  subject  to  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three,  including  tlie  presi- 
dent of  this  convention,  be  appointed  at  this  meeting  to 
examine  the  "Boston  letter,"  to  ascertain  whether  any  altera- 
tion in  any  of  said  letters  be  expedient,  and  if  so  to  recom- 
mend its  general  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  th 
chair,  to  consider  upon  and  report  to  the  next  convention  ; 
plan  for  the  publication  of  a  periodical  expressly  devotea  to 
the  advancement  of  education  among  the  blind. 

Resolved,  That  such  committee,  if  they  find  it  practicable 
to  procure  the  publication  of  such'  periodical  as  a  private 
enterprise,  be  authorized,  in  behalf  of  this  convention,  to 
secure  the  commencement  of  the  same  under  their  own  gen- 
eral supervision. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  the  commencement  of  such  a 
publication,  the  instructors  and  pupils  in  all  existing  institu- 
tions for  the  blind,  be  invited  to  contribute  to  its  columns. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  committee  be  appointed   to  correspond 
with  the  "American  Bible  Society,''  with  a  view  of  obtai'-' "'^'-• 
from  said  society  a  copy  of  the  iS'ew  Testament  and  oi 
Psalms  for  every  blind  person  wlio  shall   present  to  th' 


c>.-;tillc;i(e  of  the  priuelpul  of  the  institution  where  he  or  she 
■>v:is  eihuMleil,  that  he  or  she  can  read,  aud  is  unable  to  pay 
:■,.;•  -ii'.-h  book. 

ll'.<olced.  That  this  convention  do  not  approve  of  the  recent 
•ii-.-tticd  of  binding  the  Bible  for  the  blind,  by  the  "Bible 
>■  lii-iy."  which  unites  the  leaves  so  as  to  present  the  printing 
.•II  both  sides  of  the  leaf,  and  accordingly  suggests  the  expe- 
diency of  the  Bible  being  bound  as  formerly,  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  ofticers  of  the  Bible  Society. 

Messrs.  Wheian,  Ohitrchman  and  Sturtevant  presented  a 
report  upon  Mr.  Mahony's  system  of  musical  notation,  which, 
after  some  debate,  was  adopted  by  the  convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  various 
Institutions  for  the  blind,  and  to  all  blind  persons  interested 
in  the  subject  of  music,  the  new  system  of  notation  devised 
by  Jlr.  Mahony,  as  possessing  many  advantages. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  Mahony  merits  the  encouragement  of 
this  convention  in  his  laudable  efforts  to  supply  this  desider- 
atum in  the  education  of  the  blind. 

The  question  of  discipline  in  schools  for  the  blind  was  dis- 
eiissed  at  some  length,  and  it  was  remarkable  that  all  the 
speakers  who  were  blind  insisted  that  blind  children  should 
be  subjected  to  an  equally  strict  discipline  as  seeing  children. 
It  was  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  fact  of  blindness  should  make  no  differ- 
ence in  the  discipline  of  children. 

A  highly  interesting  debate  followed  on  the  nece.ssity  of 
connecting  manufacturing  departments  with  all  institutions 
for  the  blind,  and  it  was  J.  ^..  1,     .,  _   _, 

Resolved,  That  in  tlie  opinion  of  this  convention  every  In sti- 
iiUion  .should  oiler  employment  to  all  its  graduates  of  good 
moral  character. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  call 
atioth.or  convention  of  superintendents  and  teachers  of  the 
l^imd,  and  that  in  suck  convention  each  institution  shall  be 
entitled  to  but  one  vote. 


Mr.  Glnii-climan  was  invited  to  furnish  to  the  next  conven- 
tion an  essay  upon  the  best  ph}n  of  public  buildings  for  the 
blind. 

The  thanks  of  the  convention  v/as  then  ollered  to  the 
directors,  superintendent,  and  other  officers  of  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  the  hospitalities  tentlered,  and 
courtesies  shown  the  members  of  this  convention  durinc^  its 
session. 
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